
Key Points regarding Proposed temporary burn ban during times of “High Fire 
Risk”: 

1. November of 2024 brought the largest and most numerous wildfires in recent 
history to the Hudson Valley and Ulster County.   

2. Governor Hochul implemented a “burn ban” in mid-November that nevertheless 
allowed backyard fire pits, contained campfires, and small cooking fires, despite 
the high fire risk. 

3. Many jurisdictions in Ulster County —in fact all, except Kingston— enacted their 
own burn bans, many of them explicitly strict. Surrounding towns included: New 
Paltz, Woodstock, Marbletown, Hurley, Town of Ulster. (See attached sheet for 
actual language.)  But Kingston—the most densely populated jurisdiction in the 
county—failed to do so.  What we have learned from experts about the 2025 Los 
Angeles California wildfire is that fires in densely populated areas are much 
harder to “steer” and control. 

4. Several similarities exist between the cities of Altadena, CA and Kingston:  
largely wood-frame housing stock; densely sited homes; located in a valley 
basin, which traps air pollution; both were designated “High Fire Danger” areas at 
the time of the CA/ Hudson Valley wildfires, respectively. 

5. Climate-driven extreme weather events like high winds and increasing dry 
conditions increase risk. 

6. HVAQ members were concerned about the potential threat to property, lives (and  
health due to worsened air quality)  if proactive measures are not put into place. 
Kingston has, arguably, more risk factors than surrounding communities because 
of its status as the only city in Ulster County, its large stock of wood frame 
houses, and its population density. 

7.  Two letters were sent by HVAQ to Mayor Noble in spring, 2025, asking him to 
enact strict burn bans during times of DEC-designated “High Fire Danger”.  He 
did not respond, so HVAQ members spoke at the May, 2025 Common Council 
meeting to ask for legislation to implement a temporary burn ban in times of 
DEC-designated “High Fire Danger”. 

8. HVAQ Coalition is urging the Common Council to enact a temporary, 
explicit burn ban on all outdoor burning during times of high fire danger, as 
designated by the NYS DEC Fire Danger map, suggesting the language 
used by the Town of Marbletown, as indicated in Slide #3 below. 
https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/wildfires/fire-danger-map 

9. Dr. Eli Dueker of Bard College addressed the Laws and Rules Committee in 
October of 2025 to give an overview of the air quality monitoring that has been 



conducted here since 2020, and the implications of climate change on potential 
fire danger.  

10.Key Points from his presentation: 
Slides 7, 18, 23 
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