
Moderating Change
Kingston’s Landmarks Preservation Commission



“...to provide for the promotion of the educational, 
cultural, economic, and general welfare of the public 
through the protection, enhancement, perpetuation and 
preservation of landmarks and landmark districts.”
Legislative intent of the HLPC, Chap. 405-63 of the City Charter & Code



It has been said that, at its best, preservation engages 
the past in a conversation with the present over a 
mutual concern for the future.
William Murtagh, Keeping Time: The History and Theory of Preservation in 

America (1988)



The Forsyth B&B on Abeel St



The past is not the property of historians; it is a 
public possession. It belongs to anyone who is 
aware of it, and it grows by being shared. It 
sustains the whole society, which always needs the 
identity that only the past can give. 
Dr. Walter Havighurst



The Burning of Kingston, 2017



Demolition of the County 

Administration Building, March 1965



Broadway East Demolition, 1966-1969



Historic Landmarks
Preservation Commission
created August 1966
Kingston Daily Freeman



First five houses
designated 
in March 1967
Kingston Daily Freeman



Creation of first local historic district in 1974 
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75 Main Street in Uptown



Lace Mill Artist Lofts in Midtown
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1975 Rally to Save City Hall
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Preservation & Sustainability 

National Park Service





Rondout National Historic District



Cities have the capability of providing something for 
everybody, only because, and only when, they are 
created by everybody.
 Jane Jacobs, The Death and Life of Great American Cities (1961)


